lated to the stereochemical and conformational structure of the molecule. The inactive, but stable derivative 2-acetonyl-5-benzyl-4,6-dimethoxy-5-nitro-2,5-dihydropyrimidine crystallises with four molecules in the unit cell. On the basis of the bond distances, the 5-nitro-4,5-dihydropyrimidine can be considered as a cyclic imine showing no conjugation. The dihydropyrimidine ring is almost planar with a maximum deviation for C5 of 0.070(2) Â to the best plane through the six-membered ring. This plane makes an angle of 54.1(1)° with the phenyl ring and of 91.4(1)° with the nitro group. The orientation of the nitro group is further described by torsion angle C16-C5-N13-015 (2.6(3)°). Both methoxy groups are situated close to the plane of the dihydropyrimidine ring (maximum deviation of -0.223(2) A for C24) resulting in minimal interactions with the 5-benzyl and 5-nitro groups. The distance between the centroids of both six-membered rings is 3.790(2) A. 
